I I will praise You with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing praises to You. > I will worship
toward Your holy temple, and praise Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; for You
have magnified Your Word above all Your name. > In the day when I cried out, You answered me,
and made me bold with strength in my soul. * All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD,
when they hear the words of Your mouth. > Yes, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is
the glory of the LORD. % Though the LORD is on high, yet He regards the lowly; but the proud He
knows from afar. 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch out
Your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and Your right hand will save me. ¢ The LORD will
perfect that which concerns me; Your mercy, O LORD, endures forever; do not forsake the works of
Your hands.

Text: Psalm 138 A 7-13-25 Romans 12:14-21 Luke 6:36-42 Psalm 136 Resp. Ps.: 92
Hymns: 239, 42, 38, 53

PRAISE GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART
Dear fellow believers in Christ,

It’s easy to praise God when things are going well. It’s not so easy to praise God when we feel
uncertain, and especially when things are going badly. David encourages us, in good times and in
bad times, to PRAISE GOD WITH ALL [OUR] HEART.

Our sinful nature would lead us to think of lots of reasons not to thank and praise God. Sometimes
we want to feel sorry for ourselves.: “Poor me.” “Nobody has it has bad as [ do.” Sometimes we
want to be angry: “This isn’t fair!” “Why me?!” “I don’t deserve this!” Sometimes we’re tempted
to give up: “What’s the use?” We wonder, why, at such times, we should thank and praise God: “If
I’'m not feeling thankful, I would be a hypocrite to thank God.” So, we should only thank God
when we feel thankful? Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!”” (Philip.
4:4). God tells us to thank and praise Him always. David reminds us, “Great is the glory of the
LORD.” God always deserves our thanks and praise.

David says, “I will praise You with my whole heart.” We need to ask God to give us thankful hearts
in any and every situation. When we’re suffering, we’re not happy about our suffering. But God
intends our suffering to bring us closer to Him and make our faith stronger. We can thank and
praise God even in the midst of suffering, knowing that God is using it for our good.

God knows if our praise is sincere or not. Start by praising God for your salvation in Jesus. Keep
thinking of things to thank and praise God for, and then keep thanking and praising God for those
things. God deserves it, and you’ll feel better.

David says, “Before the gods I will sing praises to You.” Six times in our text God is called “the
LORD.” “LORD” is literally, “the existing one.” The God of the Bible is the only God. All other
so-called gods don’t even exist. There are many religions, but God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit is the only true God. So praising Him “before the gods” is another way of
saying that He is the only God.
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David says, “All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD, when they hear the words of Your
mouth. Yes, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD.” Some feel that the original is a prayer from
David: “May all the kings of the earth praise You.” That would be wonderful. Another way to
understand the words of our text is in connection with the Judgment Day when everyone will see
and hear God. Not everyone trusts in God for their salvation. But on the Judgment Day everyone
will have to acknowledge the truth that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is God, and give them the
praise they deserve as God.

(Notice that David says to God that all kings will praise Him “when they hear the words of Your
mouth.” 1t’s through God’s Word that people come to believe in Him and are saved. So let’s keep
spreading God’s Word.)

David says, “Though the LORD is on high, yet He regards the lowly.”” The almighty God cares
about us lowly sinners. God tells us in the forty-third chapter of Isaiah, “I have redeemed you, 1
have called you by your name, you are Mine. ... I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior ... You [are] precious in My sight, you [are] honored, and I [love] you.” (Is. 43:1, 3-4)

David says about the Lord, “The proud He knows from afar.”” The Bible says, “Your Father in
heaven ... makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the
unjust” (Mt. 5:45). In this life God sends many blessings even on those who don’t believe in Him.
God is trying to turn the to Himself and save them. Sadly, most people reject God and His love and
salvation.

David says, “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me.” “Revive” in the original is
“make well,” “bring back to life again.” Psalm 23:3 says, “He restores my soul, ” literally from the
original, “He brings my soul all the way back.” Because of our sins, because of things that happen
to us and those we care about, our soul can feel all torn up. Jesus brings our soul all the way back.
Jesus makes us well and brings us back to life again.

David says, “You will stretch out Your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and Your right hand
will save me.” We say and sing in the liturgy, “Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made
heaven and earth.” The Bible says, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”” (Ro. 8:31). People
and things are sometimes against us. But God is for us, and no one, not even Satan himself, and
nothing is stronger than God. God defends us against our enemies, especially enemies to our faith.
We don’t know how many times in the spiritual realm that God has turned Satan’s attacks away
from us. Even should someone take our life, then what? Then God takes us to heaven. Satan and
any other enemy and whatever life may throw at us can’t win. God always wins, and He lets you
and me share in His victory!

David says, “In the day when I cried out, You answered me, and made me bold with strength in my
soul.” God says, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me”
(Ps. 50:15). Jesus assures us, “Everyone who asks receives” (Mt. 7:8). God tells us and invites us
to pray to Him, and He promises that He hears and answers all our prayers. God makes us “bold
with strength in [our] soul.” Think of Peter and the other disciples and how afraid they were when
Jesus was captured and crucified. Then think of Pentecost and afterwards when they were all “bold



with strength in [their souls].” We have the same God who does the same for you and me. Paul
says, “Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. ... Take up the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” (Eph. 6:10, 13)

David says, “The LORD will perfect that which concerns me.” Another translation, which I think
correctly catches the sense of the original, puts it this way: “The LORD will fulfill His purpose for
me” (NIV). We don’t always know what’s best for us, but God does. As we place our trust in Him,
God does what He knows is best for us. Solomon tells us, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct
your paths.” (Prov. 3:5-6)

David says, “Your mercy, O LORD, endures forever.” “Mercy” in the original is a very rich word.
God’s “mercy” also includes God’s “goodness, faithfulness, favor, lovingkindness,” and “grace.”
How blessed we are that God and His “mercy, goodness, faithfulness, favor, lovingkindness,”” and

“grace” are with us “‘forever”!

David prays, “Do not forsake the works of Your hands.” Because of our sins, we deserve to be
forsaken by God. But Jesus was forsaken by His Father in our place, so God will never forsake us.
The psalmist assures us, God “has not dealt with us according to our sins” (Ps. 103:10). God does
not treat us as we deserve because of our sins. God brought us to believe in Jesus as our Savior and
made us His dear children. He promises us in Deuteronomy 31:6, “/I] will not leave you or forsake
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you.

David says, “I will worship toward Your holy temple, and praise Your name for Your lovingkindness
and Your truth.” We thank and praise God here at church and wherever we are. David urges us to
praise God for His “lovingkindness.” “Lovingkindness” in the original is the same wonderful word
we heard earlier. God’s “lovingkindness” includes God’s “mercy, goodness, faithfulness, favor,”
and “grace.” We especially see God’s “lovingkindness” in sending Jesus to save us. We see Jesus’
“lovingkindness” in dying on the cross for our sins. The name “LORD,” which, as we heard, is
found six times in our text, is used when referring to the God of our salvation.

David urges us to praise God for His “truth.” Jesus said to His Father, “Your Word is truth” (Jn.
17:17). Jesus says, “I am the ... truth” (Jn. 14:6). We thank and praise God for leading us to know
and believe His Word, with its central truth of salvation in Jesus.

David praises God, “You have magnified Your Word above all Your name.” That’s a confusing
translation of the original, since God and His Word are both worthy of our thanks and praise. That
understanding certainly captures the sense of the original.

It’s easy to praise God when things are going well. It’s not so easy to praise God when we feel
uncertain, and especially when things are going badly. Knowing God by faith, who gives us so
many blessings, especially our salvation in Jesus, we PRAISE GOD WITH ALL [OUR] HEART.
Amen.



