
6 Do not exalt yourself in the presence of the king, and do not stand in the place of the great; 
7 for it is better that he say to you, “Come up here,” than that you should be put lower in the 

presence of the prince, whom your eyes have seen. 8 Do not go hastily to court; for what will you 

do in the end, when your neighbor has put you to shame? 9 Debate your case with your neighbor, 

and do not disclose the secret to another; 10 lest he who hears it expose your shame, and your 

reputation be ruined. 11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 12 Like an 

earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold is a wise rebuker to an obedient ear. 13 Like the 

cold of snow in time of harvest is a faithful messenger to those who send him, for he refreshes the 

soul of his masters. 14 Whoever falsely boasts of giving is like clouds and wind without rain. 

 

Text: Proverbs 25:6-14   A 10-12-25   Ephesians 4:1-6   Luke 14:1, 7-14   Ps. 95   Resp. Ps.: 19 

Hymns: 545, 291, 411, 416 

 

A WORD FITLY SPOKEN 

           1. Our words to others 

           2. God’s Word to us 

 

Dear fellow believers in Christ, 

 

Today we’re going to hear about A WORD FITLY SPOKEN – our words to others, and 

God’s Word to us. 
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Daniel (the Daniel who was in the lions’ den) was given great praise by more than one of the 

kings he served.  Daniel was also given great honor and authority.  But by the grace of God, he 

didn’t let it go to his head.  Daniel humbly trusted in God and faithfully obeyed His Word.  May 

the Lord bless each of us with such humility. 

 

In our text you and I are warned about sinful human pride.  In Bible times there were kings and 

subjects, masters and servants.  People had to bow, or kneel, or even lay flat on their face before 

those in authority over them.  It goes against our nature to humble ourselves.  We’re told, “Do 

not exalt yourself in the presence of the king, and do not stand in the place of the great.”  The 

Lord warns us against thinking highly of ourselves, thinking of ourselves as deserving to be 

among the great and powerful people of the world.  The Lord warns us against being puffed up 

with pride, and striving to be among the elite members of society.  As one commentator says, 

“Rather than living to please the high and mighty of this world, we live by faith in the King of 

kings and let His Word direct our lives” (The People’s Bible, ©1992, NPH, Proverbs, p. 247). 

 

The book of Proverbs, from which our text is taken, speaks at times about banquets (Prov. 23:1; 

etc.).  A banquet is the setting for these words:  “It is better that [the prince] say to you, ‘Come 

up here,’ than that you should be put lower in [his] presence.”  These are the words Jesus 

probably had in mind when He spoke the words of our Second Lesson, our Gospel Reading, 

from Luke, chapter fourteen: “When [Jesus] noted how they chose the best places, [He said] to 

them: ‘When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place, lest 

one more honorable than you be invited by him’” (vv. 7-8).  If we were at a banquet, it would be 

better to be seated higher than we are, rather than lower.  It would be embarrassing to hear the 
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host tell us, “You need to move down.”  We would much rather hear the host say, “Please take a 

better seat.” 

 

Our Lord is telling us to be humble.  Only in Jesus can we learn what true humility is.  Only 

Jesus can teach us true humility.  Jesus says, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 

over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among 

you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever 

desires to be first among you, let him be your slave – just as the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mt. 20:25-28).  The Son of God 

humbly bore our sin and punishment on the cross.  Jesus teaches us to be humble like He is.  The 

Bible says, “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due 

time” (1 Pet. 5:6).  Jesus helps us to humbly obey what the Bible tells us.  Sometimes it’s 

difficult and painful for us to do what God says.  But God’s way is the good way, the right way, 

the only way.  Looking to Jesus and trusting in Him, we can do what God says.  Jesus humbled 

Himself for us, and He enables us to humbly follow Him. 

 

We’re told, “Do not go hastily to court; for what will you do in the end, when your neighbor has 

put you to shame?”  God tells us not to be quick to sue someone.  We might lose our case.  How 

would we feel then?  God tells us to instead “Debate your case with your neighbor.”  It’s best if 

we can work things out privately, just between the two of us.  We need to ask God to help us set 

aside our sinful pride and any hard feelings we might have, and try to deal only with the facts of 

the matter.  If we have problems with someone, hopefully, prayerfully, we can get the problem 

resolved in a God-pleasing way. 

 

We’re told, “Do not disclose [a] secret to another; lest he who hears it expose your shame, and 

your reputation be ruined.”  The Eighth Commandment says, “You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor” (Ex. 20:16).  It warns us against the sin of gossip.  In our text God is 

warning us against betraying someone else’s trust.  If we do, who’s going to trust us?  We all 

agree that gossip is wrong and hurtful, but it’s easy to get ourselves caught up in it.  Am I 

hearing both sides of the story and making sure I really understand things before I open my 

mouth?  Before I say something, I need to ask myself, “Does this need to be said?”  “What is my 

motivation?  Is saying what I know helping the person, or only meant to hurt him?”  Once I’ve 

spoken, my words are out there for everyone to hear.  I can’t take them back. 

 

God says, “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.”  A fitting word is 

precious.  When we ask God to help us and rely on Him, He gives us fitting words to speak.  

Speaking of fitting words, whenever we say something from the Bible, what God says is always 

“a word fitly spoken.” 

 

God says, “Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold is a wise rebuker to an obedient 

ear.”  God says two chapters after our text, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend” (Prov. 27:6).  

A true friend tells me, not what I may want to hear, but what I need to hear.  We pray that God 

would give us the wisdom and strength and love to say what needs to be said, and to know how 

to say it.  In the words of the hymnwriter: “Faith and hope and charity Graciously, O Father, give 

me.”  “Help me speak what’s right and good And keep silence on occasion” (TLH #411:6a, 7a).  

We also pray that God would give the hearer humility to listen to us and take our words to heart.  
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If we’re the hearer, we pray that God would help us to humbly receive needed rebuke.  Proverbs 

15:31 says, “The ear that hears the rebukes of life will abide among the wise.” 

 

God says, “Like the cold of snow in time of harvest is a faithful messenger to those who send 

him, for he refreshes the soul of his masters.”  A snowfall at harvest time would be disastrous.  

The snow God is speaking of here must refer to the snow in the mountains which would be 

gathered and used to cool a drink in the warm months.  A faithful messenger is like cooling, 

refreshing snow: a blessing to those who send him, and a blessing to those to whom he’s sent. 

 

God says, “Whoever falsely boasts of giving is like clouds and wind without rain.”  Especially in 

hot areas such as where many of the people in the Bible lived, clouds and wind without rain raise 

false hopes.  So is the person who brags about giving to those who need it, but doesn’t actually 

give anything. 
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When God says, “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver,” every word of 

the Bible is just that.  Every time we hear or read the Bible, God Himself is speaking to us.  The 

psalmist says, “If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is 

forgiveness with You, that You may be feared. I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His 

Word I do hope” (Ps. 130:3-5).  God’s Word tells us about our salvation in Jesus.  Jesus Christ, 

God’s Son, died for our sins on the cross and rose again.  God’s Word tells us, “For by grace 

you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 

lest anyone should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).  By faith in Jesus, faith which God gives us as a free gift, 

our sins are forgiven and we’re going to heaven.  Again the psalmist says, “Your Word is a lamp 

to my feet and a light to my path” (Ps. 119:105).  In the Bible God tells us the good and right 

way to live – the way that’s pleasing to Him – as we wait for the day He takes us to heaven.  In 

the Bible Jesus tells us, “Go … and make disciples of all the nations” (Mt. 28:19).  While we’re 

here we tell people about Jesus so they can believe in Him, be saved, and go to heaven with us. 

 

“Dear Lord, thank You for Your Word, A WORD FITLY SPOKEN, through which You give 

us salvation in Jesus and tell us the way You want us to go in life.  Thank You for causing Your 

Word to take root in us.  Teach us to be humble, like You.  Help us to speak words fitly spoken 

to others.  Help us to speak Your Word to others so that they may believe in You and receive 

eternal salvation with us.”  Amen. 


