13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. * We know that we have passed from
death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.

15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
abiding in him. ¢ By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought
to lay down our lives for the brethren. ** But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his
brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 8 My
little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

Text: 1 John 3:13-18 A 6-29-25 Prov. 9:1-10 Lk. 14:15-24 Psalm 86 Psalmody: p. 37 (WS)
Hymns: 742, 400, 757, 412

LOVE EACH OTHER AS JESUS LOVES US
Dear fellow believers in Christ,

Do you love everyone here? We know we should, but do we really? Do we love all of our
fellow believers? When we look into our hearts and look at our attitudes and actions, we know
our failings to love our fellow believers as we should. Knowing that God looks into our hearts
and knows our attitudes and actions, we need His forgiveness and help to love each other as we
should — as He wants us to.

Our text begins, “Do not marvel my brethren if the world hates you.” Many unbelievers are
indifferent toward us Christians. But there are some unbelievers who hate us. They don’t want
to hear that, like us and all people, they are sinners. They don’t want to hear that faith in Jesus
Christ is the only way to be saved and make it to heaven (Jn. 14:6). So they hate us Christians
for telling them these things.

God doesn’t want us to be hateful. He tells us, “We know that we have passed from death to life,
because we love the brethren.” God in His grace and mercy has given us faith in Jesus as our
Savior. God has rescued us from the path we would be headed on by ourselves: the path leading
us to eternal death in hell. By faith in Jesus, God has given us eternal life in heaven instead. As
John says, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because, ” literally from the
original, “we are loving the brethren.” The idea from the original is that we are not to love each
other only when we feel loving, but that God wants us to be loving each other continually. One
of the fruits of being rescued from hell and going to heaven is that, as we’re told, we’re “loving
the brethren.” 1t’s natural for us who believe in Jesus to love those who also believe in Jesus.
We’re so grateful that we’re saved, and we’re so grateful that they’re saved, too.

We’re told, “He who does not love his brother abides in death.” If we refuse to love a Christian
brother or sister we “/abide] in death.” 1f we refuse to love a Christian brother or sister, God
says that we can’t go to heaven. God says we’re going to hell. Jesus says, “If you forgive men
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Mt. 6:14-15). 1 can’t ask God to
forgive me, and turn around and refuse to forgive my Christian brother or sister. If I refuse to
love and forgive a Christian brother or sister, | will drive God and His love and forgiveness out
of my heart.



God continues, “Whoever hates his brother ” (literally from the original, “Whoever keeps hating
his brother”) “is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”
We might say, “I’ve never murdered anyone, so I’'m OK.” But God not only looks at what we
do, He also looks at our heart. If there is bitterness and anger and unforgiveness in my heart, I’'m
not fooling God. He sees that. As the psalmist says, “God ... knows the secrets of the heart”
(Ps. 44:21). If I’'m holding on to hard feelings toward a Christian brother or sister, if ’'m not
trying to love him or her, | need to ask God to forgive me and help me to forgive and love, not
only for that person’s sake, but also for my own.

God isn’t telling us to make sure that every Christian wants to be our friend. God is telling us to
be friendly and loving toward every Christian. Romans 12:18 tells us, “...as much as depends
on you, live peaceably with all men.” (my emphasis)

Every one of us is convicted by the words of our text. Who of us can say before God, “I have
always been loving and friendly toward every one of my Christian brothers and sisters. | have
never had any hard feelings toward a Christian brother or sister. | have never struggled to love
or forgive any fellow Christian”? God tells us to love and forgive others the way Jesus loves and
forgives us. We’re all guilty sinners who need God’s forgiveness and help.

We’re told, “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us.” “Know” in the
original is a knowledge grounded in personal experience. We have personally experienced
Jesus’ love. Jesus showed us what love is by willingly dying for our sins on the cross. One
commentator says, “This is not love as an emotion, but as a choice. Christ chose to love sinners
who did not deserve His love” (Sermon Studies On The Epistles, series B, p. 155, NPH ©1993).
We don’t deserve it, but Jesus loves us and forgives us anyway. Every time we sin and tell Jesus
we’re sorry, He forgives us. Jesus is our example to follow. And Jesus helps us to love and
forgive each other the way He loves and forgives us. Jesus’ love for us is our foundation for
showing love to others. When it’s hard to be friendly and loving toward a fellow believer, look
to Jesus and what He did for you. The Bible says, “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and
evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. Therefore be imitators of God as dear
children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us.” (Eph. 4:31-
5:2)

We’re told, “He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren.” Mercifully, we’re not in a situation where we have to lay down our lives for each
other. However, whatever the situation, we pray that God would give us the strength and love
we need to do whatever our Chrisian brother or sister needs. It’s very significant that the word
God uses for “love” in our text is agape (ah-gah-pay), the highest form of love the Greek
language can express. Agape love is a selfless, self-sacrificing love. In this agape love, God was
willing to sacrifice His Son for us, and Jesus was willing to be sacrificed for us. God wants us to
have, and helps us to have, that same kind of selfless, self-sacrificing love for each other.

We’re told, “Whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his
heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?” God isn’t saying that we should help a
lazy person who’s trying to guilt us into giving to him. God is talking about fellow believers
who are in genuine need. Every good thing we have is a gift from God (1 Cor. 4:7; Jms. 1:17).



Our possessions are only for this life, to be used, among other things, to help a brother or sister in
need. God says that if I can help them but refuse to help them, I don’t have God’s love in my
heart.

John says, “My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but” (the original makes a
strong contrast) “in deed and in truth.” The idea from the original is that we shouldn’t even
think of only talking about love, and not put our love into action. James says, “Be doers of the
Word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (Jms. 1:22). Don’t just talk the talk. Walk
the walk. We all agree that it’s right to love our fellow believers. So let’s show them that we
love them.

Our text is from 1 John 3. In his next chapter John says, “Beloved, let us love one another, for
love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love
does not know God, for God is love. In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God
has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation” (the atoning
sacrifice”) “‘for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 Jn.
4:7-11). Jesus tells us, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.” (Jn. 13:35)

May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill
And do on earth our Father’s will
As angels do above;

Still walk in Christ, the living Way,
With all Thy children, and obey
The law of Christian love.

So may we join Thy name to bless,
Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess,
From sin and strife to flee.

One is our calling, one our name,
The end of all our hopes the same:
A crown of life with Thee.

Spirit of Life, of Love, and Peace,

Unite our hearts, our joy increase,

Thy gracious help supply.

To each of us the blessing give

In Christian fellowship to live,

In joyful hope to die. Amen. (TLH #412)



