1 Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as
evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.
13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the
king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of
evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. ¥ For this is the will of God, that by doing
good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men — 8 as free, yet not using liberty as a
cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 1 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear
God. Honor the king. *8 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the
good and gentle, but also to the harsh. ° For this is commendable, if because of conscience
toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 2° For what credit is it if, when you are
beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it
patiently, this is commendable before God.
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SUBMITTING TO OTHERS FOR THE LORD’S SAKE
Dear fellow believers in Christ,

We have sanctuary cities and sanctuary states. Those who don’t want to obey the law of their
own state can go to sanctuary cities and states. They’re allowed to do what they couldn’t do at
home. We have judges who make decisions based, not on what the law says, but on what they
personally feel is right. There are people who disobey the law because they believe that what
they’re doing is right. We turn to the Bible to see what God says about all this.

Peter begins by calling us “beloved.” The Bible says that “God so loved the world...” (In.
3:16). It’s amazing that the holy God could love our sin-sick world, but He does! The Bible
says that we “all have sinned” (Ro. 3:23). It’s amazing that the holy God could love sinners like
you and me, but He does! John says, “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on
us, that we should be called children of God!”” (1 Jn. 3:1). Fully aware that we are sinners who
deserve God’s anger and punishment, nevertheless we are God’s “beloved ™!

Peter tells us, “I beg you, ” literally from the original, “I keep on begging you.” Peter implores
us to take what he’s going to say to heart, for our salvation’s sake. Peter calls us “sojourners
and pilgrims,” reminding us that although we’re in the world, we cannot let ourselves become
like the world in its rejection of God. We’re told, “...abstain from fleshly lusts which war
against the soul,” literally from the original, “keep on abstaining from fleshly lusts which keep
on waging war against the soul.” “Fleshly lusts” are the desires we have which God says are
wrong. We shouldn’t be surprised that we face a constant, on-going battle within ourselves
between right and wrong. As Paul says, “The good that I will to do, I do not do, but the evil I
will not to do, that I practice” (Ro. 7:19). Don’t indulge yourself in your “fleshly lusts.” Turn
away from them. Look instead to God for the desire and the ability to do what is pleasing to
Him. (Philip. 2:13)



We’re told, “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake.” God expects us
to submit to every lawful authority. If I don’t like a law or rule, I’'m not free to rebel against it or
disobey it. In America I can voice my thoughts about it in the proper setting, and | can use my
vote to try to change it. But whether I like it or not, whether | agree with it or not, God expects
me to obey it. If it were up to each of us to decide whether or not we’ll obey laws and rules, the
result would be chaos.

Peter gives some specific examples of those whom our Lord expects us to obey. “...the king”
(we would say, “the President”) “as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him
for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.” Jesus told Pontius
Pilate, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above”
(Jn. 19:11). Romans 13:4 says that the government “is God’s minister to you for good. But if
you do evil, be afraid; for [it] does not bear the sword in vain; for [it] is God’s minister, an
avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil.” God gives us the proper authorities to
punish those who do wrong, and protect us.

We’re told, “Honor the king.” God tells us not only to obey those in lawful authority over us,
but to “honor” them. We may not like them or agree with their politics, but God wants us to
treat them with respect. If it were up to each of us to decide whether or not we’ll treat them with
respect, the result would be chaos.

We’re told, “Honor all people.” God wants us to treat everyone with respect. We’re told,

“Love the brotherhood.” We feel a special attachment toward fellow believers. We’re told,
“Fear God,” literally from the original, “Keep on fearing God.” The First Commandment is,
“You shall have no other gods before Me.” God comes first in our hearts and lives. We love our
mother and father. We love our children. There are many others whom we love. But we love
God first and most and best.

We’re told, “...this is the will of God.” We submit to those in lawful authority over us because
God tells us to. Jesus says, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word.” (In. 14:23)

We’re told, “/Have] your conduct honorable among the Gentiles” (literally from the original,
“Keep having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles”), “that when they speak against you
as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of
visitation” (that is, the Judgment Day). “For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.” God isn’t saying that we do what everyone wants
us to do so that everyone accepts us and approves of us. God is saying that we do what He tells
us to do in His Word. Remember WWJD — What Would Jesus Do? I don’t know what Jesus
would do in any and every situation. | do know what Jesus would have me do because He tells
me what to do in His Word. Unbelievers will disagree with some of the things we do as
Christians. But when we do what God says, we’re doing the right thing. Jesus says, “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven”
(Mt. 5:16). Our hope and prayer is that people will be drawn to God through us, and come to
believe in Jesus as their Savior.



We’re told that as Christians we’re ‘‘free, yet not using our liberty as a cloak for vice, but as
bondservants of God.” In the original God makes a strong contrast between abusing our
freedom, and using our freedom the way God wants us to. As God’s people, He gives us much
freedom. Yet for His sake we willingly submit to lawful earthly authority. We don’t use our
freedom as an excuse to sin: “God loves me and wants me to be happy, so I’ll do what I feel is
best.”

We’re told, “Servants, be submissive,” literally from the original, “Servants, keep on being
submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh.”
A servant can submit to an employer who’s “good and gentle.” But God tells servants to submit
also to an employer who’s “harsh.” That same general principle applies to all of us. Sometimes
a boss or someone else in lawful authority over us is difficult to get along with. If | only do what
I’m told when I feel it’s reasonable, I’ll get myself in trouble.

(If someone in any position of authority tells us to do something that’s contrary to God’s Word,
we do what God says. Acts 5:29 says, “We ought to obey God rather than men.”)

Now the Lord tells us something that’s hard for us to hear. “For this is commendable, if because
of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully” (literally from the original,
“For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one keeps on bearing up under
grief, keeps on suffering wrongfully.”) “For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your
faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently” (literally
from the original, “if you keep on bearing up under it”), “this is commendable before God.” If |
do wrong and get in trouble for it, that’s my own fault. I have to take responsibility for what I
did, and face the consequences. But if I’ve done what’s right and suffer for it, we’re told, “...if"
you keep on bearing up under it, this is commendable before God.” Sometimes we’re in a
situation where we’re suffering unfairly, or at least we think it’s unfair. We did what God tells
us to do, but we’re being treated badly. God wants us to keep doing the things He says are right,
and keep placing our trust in Him.

When we suffer unfairly, we understand and appreciate better what our Savior suffered so
unfairly for us. It was our sins that caused Jesus, the innocent Son of God, to suffer and die on
the cross. Jesus willingly submitted to His Father’s will that He suffer and die. Jesus loves us
and knew it was the only way to save us. Our sins are forgiven and we are saved. Jesus knows
what it’s like to submit when it’s hard. Jesus helps us to submit to others. When we must submit
to others, it’s not only that person and us. It’s that person, us, and Jesus. When it’s hard to
submit to someone, don’t keep your focus on that person. Look instead to Jesus. Submit to that
person for Jesus’s sake, and with Jesus’ help. Jesus gives us the humility and strength and help
we need to submit to others.

Keep following Jesus. He will lead us all through life, and take us to live with Him forever in
our perfect home in heaven. Amen.



