22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by
miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also
know — 2 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have
taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 2* whom God raised up, having loosed
the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. ° For David says
concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the LORD always before my face, for He is at my right hand, that |
may not be shaken. ?® Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; moreover my flesh
also will rest in hope. 2 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You allow Your Holy
One to see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of
Jjoy in Your presence.’ ?® Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David,
that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. * Therefore, being a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body,
according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, ! he, foreseeing this,
spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His
flesh see corruption. 3 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. ** Therefore
being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend into the
heavens, but he says himself: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, *° till | make
Your enemies Your footstool.”” *® Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

Text: Acts 2:22-36 A 6/8/25 Pentecost Genesis 11:1-9 John 14:23-31 Psalm 16 Resp. Ps.: 143
Hymns: 30, 494, 234, 231

BELIEVE AND SHARE THE MESSAGE OF PENTECOST!

Awake, Thou Spirit, who didst fire the watchmen of the Church’s youth,
Who faced the Foe’s envenomed ire, who witnessed day and night Thy truth,
Whose voices loud are ringing still and bringing hosts to know Thy will. (TLH: #494:1)

Dear fellow believers in Christ, by the gracious work of God the Holy Spirit,

When we think of Pentecost, we think of God putting flames over the Apostles’ heads. We think
of the Holy Spirit enabling the Apostles to speak in foreign languages they had not known
before, preaching with confidence and power. We think of the three thousand people who came
to believe in Jesus on Pentecost. On this Pentecost, we’re going to focus on the message the
Apostles preached on that first Pentecost.

On the first Pentecost, Peter tells his fellow Jews about Jesus: “Men and brethren, let me speak
freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day. ... God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the
flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne. ” Every Jew knew about King David, one
of the most beloved figures in all of Jewish history. David was one of the greatest rulers the
Jews ever had. God promised David He would send the Messiah as his descendant one day.

This King would be infinitely greater than David.

Peter was comparing David and Jesus. Isaiah had prophesied about Jesus, “Unto us a child is
born, unto us a Son is given, and His name will be called ... Everlasting Father ... . Of the
increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over



His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even
forever” (9:6, 7). Unlike David who died, his greater Descendant, Jesus Christ, lives and rules
forever as our Heavenly King! Peter is telling his fellow Jews that Jesus Christ is no ordinary
human being. Jesus is our eternal God! Jesus said of Himself, “Before Abraham was, I AM”
(Jn. 8:58).

Peter says, “Jesus of Nazareth [is] a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and
signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know. ” All the Jewish
people knew about Jesus. They had either seen Him perform miracles, or at least certainly had
heard about them. Even Jesus’ enemies didn’t try to deny His miracle when He raised Lazarus
from the dead (Jn. 11:47).

One of the Jewish religious leaders, a man named Nicodemus, had told Jesus, “Rabbi, we know
that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is
with him” (In. 3:2). Jesus healed people of every sickness and disease, cast demons out of
people, and even brought the dead back to life! Nicodemus knew that only God can do such
things, so he came to believe the truth that Jesus is God.

Peter says that after Jesus died on the cross, “God raised [Him] up, having loosed the pains of
death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.” All the Jews had heard about
Jesus’ crucifixion. Peter tells his fellow Jews that Jesus had risen from the dead. Romans 1:4
says that Jesus was “declared to be the Son of God with power ... by the resurrection from the
dead.” Only God has the power over life and death. Jesus could bring Himself back to life
again after He died because Jesus is God.

It had not been many days before Pentecost that Peter was so afraid of what might happen to him
if he were found out to be a follower of Jesus that he denied he even knew Jesus. But after Jesus
died and rose again, and by Pentecost, He changed Peter’s doubts and fears into confident faith.
Peter tells his fellow Jews, Jesus “was delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge
of God. You have taken [Him] by lawless hands, have crucified [Him], and put [Him] to death. ”
The Jewish authorities had turned people against Jesus and had Him crucified. God knew what
they were going to do to His Son before they did it. He allowed them to take Jesus away and put
Him to death. God didn’t make them kill Jesus. James says, “God ... does not tempt anyone”
(1:13). God knows when we’re going to sin, but He doesn’t make us sin. When we do wrong,
it’s our own fault. Again James says, “Each one is tempted ... by his own desires” (1:14, my
emphasis). God took the evil plan of Christ’s enemies to put Him to death, and turned it around
to provide salvation for the whole world. Peter tells the people that Jesus gave His life on the
cross to save us all from our sins.

Peter tells them, “David says concerning [Jesus]. ‘I foresaw the LORD always before my face,
for He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken.’” The promised Messiah, descended from
David, is Jesus Christ. Jesus was able to endure His suffering and death on the cross because
God the Father was with Him. Jesus could say, “Therefore My heart rejoiced, and My tongue
was glad; moreover My flesh also will rest in hope. For You will not leave My soul in Hades, nor
will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. You have made known to Me the ways of life;
You will make Me full of joy in Your presence.’” The twelfth chapter of Hebrews says about
Jesus that it was “for the joy ... set before Him [that He] endured the cross” (V. 2). Even though
Jesus had to bear the terrible burden of our sin and guilt and punishment, He nevertheless had joy



in His heart. He knew that He was carrying out His Father’s will. He knew that, as God, His
body wouldn’t even begin to decay during the three days it would lay in the tomb. He knew, as
He had told His disciples before He was crucified, that He would rise again three days later (Jn.
2:19-22). And He knew that His suffering, death, and resurrection would gain our salvation.

Peter could tell his fellow Jews with absolute confidence, “This Jesus God has raised up, of
which we are all witnesses. ” After Jesus had died and before He rose again, the poor disciples
hid themselves away in grief and fear. Two of them on the road to Emmaus spoke of Jesus, that
He “was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and ... the chief
priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. But we were
hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel” (LK. 24:19-21). They thought their
beloved Lord was dead and gone. But Jesus was happy to prove them wrong!

We read in the twentieth chapter of John: “At evening, being the first day of the week” (the day
Jesus had risen from the dead!), “when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled,
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’
When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord” (vv. 19-20). Even though Jesus had told them beforehand that He
would rise from the dead, it didn’t register at the time. But when He appeared to them that first
Easter evening and spoke to them and let them touch Him, they knew He is alive.

Peter says, “Being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, [Jesus] poured out this which you now see and hear. ... Therefore let
all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both
Lord and Christ.” They couldn’t see Jesus any more. He had ascended back into heaven where
He rules over all things. On that first Pentecost Jesus poured out the Holy Spirit on the Apostles,
enabling them to preach about Him in different languages. They told the people that Jesus has
risen from the dead! They told them that everyone who believes in Jesus has all of his sins taken
away, and Jesus will take them to heaven one day to live with Him forever!

The Holy Spirit had changed the Apostles from being terrified to let people know they were
Christians, to boldly preaching about Jesus and our salvation in Him. On that first Pentecost the
Holy Spirit brought three thousand people to believe in Jesus as their Savior. The Holy Spirit is
here today, working among us on this Pentecost through the message the Apostles preached on
that first Pentecost: Repent and believe in Jesus Christ who died for our sins on the cross, and
rose again to save us. “Holy Spirit, enable us to always believe in Jesus. As You did for the
Apostles, help us to share the message of repentance, and forgiveness and eternal salvation in
Jesus. As You brought so many to believe in Jesus on that first Pentecost, bring countless more
to believe in Jesus and be saved!”

Lord, let our earnest prayer be heard, the prayer Thy Son hath bid us pray;
For, lo, Thy children’s hearts are stirred in every land in this our day
To cry with fervent soul to Thee, oh, help us, Lord! So let it be!

And let Thy Word have speedy course, through every land be glorified,

Till all the heathen know its force and fill Thy churches far and wide.

Oh, spread the conquest of Thy Word and let Thy kingdom come, dear Lord! Amen.
(TLH #494:2, 4)



